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N° IV. 








FairyLanp, Wepnespay, May 4. 1796. 


Mr PHANTOM, 


O bring forward to general notice, a Work, though not abfolutely 
unknown, yet fo very {carce as to be in the hands of the curious 
only, is furely a gratification that will amply reward any trouble I may 
find in laying before your readers the beauties, and perhaps defects, of 
Helenore ; or, The Fortunate Shepherde/s, a Poem, in the broad Scotch 
dialect, by Alexander Rofs, A. M. Schoolmafler at Lochlee, publithed in 
the year 1778. This charming compofition, written in the Doric phra/e 
(if the expreffion may be allowed) of North Britain, hath in itfelf, with- 
out the aid of criticifm, excellencies fo peculiar as to arreft the attention, 
and give a high degree of pleafure to the reader poffefled of real feeling 
and refined tafte. 

In order to give fome idea of the general outlines and merits of the 
piece in queftion, I fhall requeft your permiffion to occupy this and fome 
future Numbers of your Paper. But I beg leave to premife, that I have 
not taken upon me the tafk of prefenting to the Public fome precious 
old, very old fragment ;—nor have [ to announce an invaluable MS. 
fnatched from the ruthlefs hand of Time ;—nor have I undertaken the 
more arduous tafk of criticifing an Epic Poem, having the angel Gabriel, 
the Devil, or any other great perfonage, for its hero:—-No, no.—With 
due reverence to your moft potent, civil, fublime Gho/f/hip! I have only 
to prefent to you a fimple, innocent Scorch Laffie, whofe ftory is the fol- 


lowing. 


“ HELENORE, the Fortunate Shepherdefs,” was the legitimate off- 
{pring of an honeft pair. 


* When yet the leal (a) and ae-fauld ) herding life, 
Was not o’ergane by falfehood, fturt (c), and ftrifc, 
But here and there part o’ that feelfu’(d) race, 
Boore love and lawty (e) in their honeft face,— 
—A fonfie Cf) pair of lad and lafs was found, 

Wha honeft love wi’ haiie wedlock crown’d ;— 
—The lad was Colin, and the lafs was Jean, 
And fw’ icon as the jimp three raiths (zg) was gane, 
The daintieft littie-ane bony Jean fuifh hame, 
To fiefh and bluid that ever had a claim. 
The name the wee-ane gat was HENENoR:E, 
That her ain grandame brooked lang before ; 
—And Nory was brought up wi’ unco care ;— 
—An’ as fhe grew, fae did her beauty f{prout. 
Infancy 


* Tt will be proper, for the conveniency of your readers fouth of the Tweed, (and 
perhaps of even fome north of it), to give phrafes fimilar in point of expreffion to what 
may appear obfolute to many. 


(a) /eal, honett. (4) ae-fauld, without guile. (c) frurt, wrath. 
(da) feelfv’, pleafant. (¢) lawty, friendthip. (f) fonfe, goodly. 


{g) raiths, quarters of a year. 
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Infancy is the emblem of love. “Tis a juft one: for the pureit and 
moft exquifite paffion is that of early attachment. This our little heroine 
proved in its tendereft form. 


Fan Nory now a gangrel (A) trig was grown, 
And had begun to toddle ’bout the town, - 

An honeift. neiper man, Ralph was his name, 

A dainty ftirrah (7) had, twa years out-gane, 
And he was now weel ta’en the road him lane, 
The callan’s name was Rosa.inp, and they 
Yeed hand in hand together at the play, 

Wa’d help her up, whan fhe wa’d chance to fa’! 
Wa’d gather gowans, and {tring them on a ftraw, 
And knit about her bonny neck and arms. 


This infant pair of lovers are reprefented as tending their parents fheep, 
innocent and gay, asthe lambs that play aroundthem. ‘Their love was 
like exiftence; yet were they fcarce confcious of its reality, till the fol- 
lowing circumftance fhewed how dear they were to each other. 


Whan they were able now to herd the ewes, 

They yeed together through the heights and hows, 
Whileoms they tented, and fometimes they play’d, 
And fometimes rafhen hoods and buckies made :— 
—But ona day, as Linpy was right thrang 
Weaving a fnood, and thinking o’ nae wrang, 
And baith curcuddoch(&), and their heads bow’d down, 
Auld fleeket Lawrie (/) fetcht a wylie round, 
And caught a lamb anoner Nory’s care ; 

She fpied the thief, and gave a reefu’ rair, 

Linpy bangs up, and flang his fnood awa’, 

And 7’ the hafte o’ running caught a fa’, 
Flaught-bred upon his face, and there he lay, 
Nory puriuing as faft as fhe may. 

The cries and yammers gar’d the thief let gang 
The fakelefs lamb, but nae without great wranz ; 
For twifh twa hillocks the poor lambie lies, 
And aye feil forret as it ftoopt to rife ; 

But that was naething to the dreary kneil 

That pierc’d her heart, when her dear Lrypy fell. 


A tender fcene takes place on his recovery. She attempts to wafh 
the blood ftreaming from a wound in his face, but in vain, till 


A plantane leaf was clapped on the fair, 
The bleed was ftaunch’d, and then that ftaunch’d her care. 


Their mutual attachment increafed with every new incident, and their 
morning of life ftole gently on, without fear, anxiety, or jealoufy, with- 
out a paufe in their enjoyments, fave the repofe of nature. 


By this time Lrnpy is right weel fhot out, 
Tweefh nine and ten, I think, or thereabout ;— 
—And Nory was the bonnieft laffie grown, 
Was to be feen a-landward or in town. 


—Her 
(4) gangrel, applied to a child: beginning to walk. (2) firrab, applied toa 
ftout boy. (4) curcuddoch, fitting clofe together. (2) fleeket Lawrie, 


the fox. 
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—Her hair was itke the very threads of goud, 

Firft hang weel down, and then-back ringlets row’d ;— 

— You cou’d na look your fairin at her face, 

Sae meek it was, fo fweet, fo fu’ 0’ grace.— 

—While through their teens the youth and maid advance, 
Their kindling eyes with keener tranfports glance. 


And now the “ rural fcandal and the rural jeft,” affail them from all 
quarters. Their love becoming more mature, other emotions mingle 
with the myftic maze of this ftrange paflion—Jealoufies arife, doubts 
aad perplexities befet them on every fide. But Nory is the greateft fuf- 
ferer. 


Right dowie in the dumps fhe feemed to be. ° 


Lindy clears away every fufpicion that clouded Nory’s brow, by de- 
claring his inviolable and unalterable affeGtion for her, who had his firft 
and only vows.—And 


—when love dwells betweefh twa lovers leel, 

Nor good nor ill from ither they conceal : 

Whate’er betides them, it relieves their heart, 
When they get fcouth (mz) their dolor to impart. 

for a’our lovers art, 

The mill and {mithy had it now fw’ rife, 

That Liyp’ and Nory wa’d be man and wife. 

Even the auld folks themfelves were mair than fain, 
When o’ the bargain they began to ken. 





But, alas ! how unforefeen are the incidents of life? Even in the pafto- 
ral ftate, man is not exempt from the depredations of furrounding hordes. 
While all was happinefs and profound peace, the expected union of our 
lovers was blafted by a woful event, not uncommon in Scotland a cen- 


tury or two back.—While 


Wr’ goats and fheep aboon, and ky below, 

The bonny braes a’ in a {warm did go, 

Nae property thefe honetft fhepherds pled, 

All kept alike, and all in common fed. 

But, ah! misfortune! while they fear’d no ill, 

A crowd of Krrrrun (7) did their foreft fill— 
—And im the ca’, nor cow, nor ewe did {pare !— 
The fakelefs fhepherds ftrove wi’ might and main, 
To turn the dreary chace, but all in vain ; 

Among the herds that play’d a mighty part, 
Young Lindy kyth’d (0) himfel wi’ hand and heart, 
But, mair than maiter maws the field (p), and fae: 
it far’d wi’ him, poor man, that haplefs day. 

Three fellows bald, and like to lions ftrang, 

Were a’ his wrack, and wrought him a’ his wrang, 


(m) fcouth, freedom. 

(a) Kittrin, Highland cattle-ftealers. Cattle-ftealing formerly was 2 mere foraging 
expedition ; and many of the beft families in the north can trace their defcent from thete 
daring fons of the mountains. ‘Che produce (by way of a dowry to a Laird’s daughter) 
of a Michaelmas moon, is proverbial ; and by the aid of Locheil’s lanthorn (the moon) 
thefe exploits were the moft defirable things imaginable. Nay, ‘to this day, a High- 
lander that is not a fturdy moralift, does not deem it a very great crime to lift (fuch is 
the phrafe) a theep now and then.. | 

(0) Aythed, exerted. (p) But mair than mafter, Gc. a proverb. 
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On him laid hands when he dow do na maiz, 

And wi’ teugh raips they band him hard and fair, 
Then left him lying. 
—To hillock-heads, and knows, man, wife, and weane, 
To fpy about them, gather ilka ane ; 

Some o’ them running here, fome o’ them there, 

An’ a’ in greateft mazerment and care. 

Nory, poor ’oman ! had fome farder gane, 


For Limpy fly’d.—— 





But Linpy, her beloved Linpy, is not to be found! and in this per- 
plexity fhe goes in fearch of him. I hall refume this fubje@ in a future 


letter ; and I am, Sir, your moft obedient fervant, 
26th April 1796. ScoTo MonTANUs. 


To Mr PHaNntTom. 


SIR, 


I beg leave to make myfelf known to you, as Profeffor of an Art, 
which, though it has arrived at great perfection in the’fouthern part of 
the ifland, has hitherto made little progrefs in Scotland, I mean Purr- 
ING; an art which has perhaps of all others been moft beneficial to man- 
kind, and which indeed has been the means of bringing moft others into 
public ufe. Under thefe ideas, and as I with, as far as poflible, to ex- 
tend the utility of a branch of knowledge to which I have devoted much 
time and ftudy, and in which I may without vanity add, I have acquired 
no {mall degree of reputation; I have come to this country, with the in- 
tention of delivering, during the enfuing fummer, two courfes of Lec- 
tures, the one upon the Theory or Philofophy of Puffing, and the other 
upon the Practice, each to contift of twelve Lectures, at the low price 
of One Guinea ; and of which due notice will be given in the public 
prints. To this laudable undertaking I beg leave, Mr Puanrom, to 
folicit your patronage; being, with very great refpeét, Srr, your mott 


pi ‘ofound humble fer vant, 
PUFFINANDO. 

Queen Street 

May 2 2.17 68 


As I thal! always confider it my duty to promote ufeful knowledge, it 
will give me great pleafure to recommend Signor PuFFINANDO to my 
numerous readers, provided I am fatisfied that he is equal to the tafk h 
undertakes. To enable me to judge upon that head, I requeft him to fend 
me a {pecimen of his Le€tures, to which I fhall give ail due attenticz. 





Maz Psantom finding it inconvenient, from feveral other avocations, par- 
ticularly the conducting a Periodical Paper at Pekin, to continue the publi- 
cation of his Lucubrations on Monday and Wednefday, this Paper will here- 
after be publithed punctually every Saturday and Wednefday Morning. No. 5. 


will appear on Saturday the 7th inftant. 


Sold by G. Mupre anv Son, South Bridge, Edinburgh ; who receive Communica- 
tions for this Paper, poft paid, and addreffed to Mr Phantom. The Guost may 





alfo be had, regularly as publifhed, of Cameron anv Murpocn, Glafgow. 











